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28, we paturally look upon this var as well as the
firet vorld war only indiveetly as worldeshaking evente, We consider
their origin and course from the political and military standpeint,
Our Judgment is influeneed by the personel, inner experiences.

One aould say that the whole world 1s inclined to see such shoocks ~
which are still teking effect ~ “egotistically®jevery nation sees hep
oun polnt of viev,

The practicel "Realpelitik™ has to consider these eventualities, _
The train of thought of prosale politiocs nesessarily hes to be different
from that which meditetive profescors end philesophers may btring out
in their studies. |

' Nevertheless, it is tempting to look upon and undersiand suoh great

Ay frem the prevailing spirit of the times and the

popentarily necessary "Realpolitik,”

Az e noun.Lronaxpetlance, universal history proves that great
upheavale of the past are seen é&#So:nqt&y in every century, as soon as
. the feelinge of later generations have become detmched from past events,

-monories of which have already faded.
Great ware, such as those of 1914/12 or 1939/45, are 1ike explosi

of a motar which in itself is already not running smoothly.
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Exactly the same is the case with the great var periods before
1914! Fach respective contemporary person 18, during hisz chort life,
wostly inclined to see the ganses of such catastrophes, which effect
him sericusly, in the pergan of responsible nen ard responsible governw
ments. However, Jater reflections show in moet cases that these "men®,
thess "governmente™ were only tools, without whor the lmportapt develope
ment would aleo have taken place. Iherefore, we eo often find gonfijeding
oﬁinioﬁs about great men, FEvery century loocks upon the "wan" of history
with 1ig ouwg spirit of the times and remodels this man according to jig
Sip taste, He 1z used as politieal advertising for thelr own propagsnda
purposes, Ideas and goals, which they never had in jhelr 1ifetime, are
often falsely aecribed to grest men. (nly thoge episodes in their life

and only those utterances are selected which seem to serve this purpose,

I am olting below a Lg s, whereby, of course,
German hna Furopean cases predominate:

1.

g Ehan, is on the one hend, represented ez nothing else
but the asiatis usurper, scourge of God snd incendiary, Then again,
he becomes the great statesman with remarkable telents, & men, at whose
‘pomad 's oourt srt and eelence flourished.

2, Abille, st first consldered the terror of Furope, - socording
to later desariptiong ~ seems to have besn a wisze and ounltured “great®
man.'

3. Charles the Oregt (to whom he belongs is a matter of dispute
between the German and Fremch people) is condemned because, for the sake
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of religiaus belief, he campletely rooted out the Saxons, Th@n again,
however, he bhsoomes the great .emparor with politiecal foresight, whe
vante to unite the "Franconians” and the "Teutons®, and st whose sourt
the arts flourish and the way 1s paved for the Christiaen religion.

heo

rggt waz a man who, for pursly pelitica}
Rurposss, mede voom for Christisnity in his empire. However, his
enemies lock upon him as an emperor, whose personsl and politiesl
aotions vwers anything but "Christian,"

5+ The great emperovs of the Franconigns, the Sexons snd the
Hohenstaufen are, to this day, still measura& according to two kinds of
etandards,

6. The grest men erong the Popes are aonstantly sﬁb_‘ieet to
daifference of opinicn.

T« Jew light {s eonstantly thrown upon the sotions of Cherles Ver
Wallenstein, Gustav Aolf, Charles XIi._, Nepoleon, Frederick the Great,
Eismamk, é:ta., and they and msny other men are eonstantly either being
oondesned or praised to the siles,

And yet, all these men are only exponents of thelr time,

If Rapoleon I. had been born 50 years esrlier or later than was
sctually the case, he would have remained s poneriity! He had to be
born gt the 4dme of sooisl and epiritual revolution in France, in
order to fulfill the miselon with which the esa hed entrusted him., XNo
man, who iz salled "great" today, would heve beaome "grest", if he
had lived during s diffeveni epesk, under a ddffewent spirit of the age.
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B. Chapges

Thare were more really “grest® etetesmen during former times than
there are today. Let us just take the last few centuries! There we
had Bichelien, Mamarin, Fleury, Gambetta, Clemencemu, or the Pitte,
Palmerstone, Disreell, ste., or Oeorge Washington, Lincoln, ote. or
Mettornioh or the Conte de Caveur, or Plsmarck.

In some way or other, every natlon sdmires the eminence and

foresight of theee great stetesmen,

_ thie? People of today have the same gualities
and perhaps greater knowledge! DBubt they sre more bourd by the evolution
of nstions into parlismentary communities. They have to take a thousand
things into sonsideration and cammot alwsys 4o that whien reason hes
advised then to do long sinve. Statesnen of today are pore d

on the refined economis system, on publice opinion, 'With all the
progrese in the West, this development easily leads to the "meases”,
whereby the 1ndivi&ual egn no longer bring out his qualities as fresly
as hs did previcusly,

Only the Igst, with the inner structure of ite sutooratic regime
1s more independent in this. "Public opinfon® is not valued too highly
in the Fast and is also foreign to the sharacter of the ¥asternsr,

For thet he 1z too much the product of the gollastive system and not

an individual,
The 19th and 20ty Century arc PETLAAE op great changes and



processes of fermentation, Théy ars phepomsps in the realm of world
views, world economy and the mocial and religious field, Ve ‘are in
lhe midet of this spiritusl and materlsl controversy, without being
avare of 1% during our short Jifatime, Hers are not only 'ﬁerrﬂ.blo,
disastrous periods, vhish sre the fault of individuals only; they are
~alaso thopderetzckes anidst the muahling o‘F‘ latent storms,

One shonld think during oup century of progress in cvery reslm )
thel loday, thore could no langer be any "idecloziocal" problems,for
the solution of which wers would be fought. It was believed that the
z‘sligiaﬁs wars of the 16th and 17¢h century and the apiﬂtual mvclut‘aipn
in Franoe at the turn of the 18th century would be the last vars,

?hi.a is pot tﬁa sage nmcraay, bolghevism, nationsl socialism
ard fasclem gre or respectively, Vere {deoclogles which cannot be denied _
ard vhish hﬁfe reaulted in grest controversies. The Jagt two were in
wost of thelr goals impossible in a wodern, progressive world. Thelr
destructive power even sunceeded in cseting = spell on such aﬁugatéd
end basioslly gc#ématuread peapls as the Gorman people., However,
communism contimies, Although its outer forms may conform to western
-admept-iom,r this change may be of s strategie nature, Essentially, it
repaling vhat 1% is « g wordd whiu_h seoms welrd and foreign to imt. This -
the German people and the (erman Wehrmacht of yesterdsy also felt end
therefore desperately fought to the pu:lnﬁ of self-sacrifice, Today,
too, a;fter complote collapse and ubter elimination, the Cerman people =

during the froe slestions in the three western somes = with theiw
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votes demonstrated their rejestlon of this world which is forelgn o use
As & wesbern nation, we would have degerved a Lphter political |
leadership than that of insanity, Now it is gver - but 1’ believe that
our ohilosophy shall rematn opposed to that of the esstern world.
However, "ideology" is an important part of the smotions, the
foeligga of a people, 4. 8. of public opinion, which every état@man
has 1o considar, |
. From s soolalistio polnt of view, the ldeaz of the French revelution
are atill active, However, the rgvalutionary socialism has in the West
developed into the gyelutionary soslalism whioh affirme the Siate &nc!
whish o longer will have anything to do with comeunistic ideas of
bolshevistia origin, In 1919, the German people still fought sn inmer
oonfliet regarding this - yoday, this has been avereome, for the soolalism
of our able working masees ism positive snd constructive. _ |
~ In the Zagt, laborers and farmers (kolkhon - (transl: collective
farma) are ma sooialisned, but nobedy will want to aseert that this |
19 "demoaratlo,® The Agnger of the Fant 1les in its dooile and apsthetia
mapses, which are eneily 1ed and have to be ueed av & whole in every
respent, in peace as well as wvar, Free sm_eeh,_ trade unione and strikes
are unknown $o them, They york - voluntarily or not ~ often ten hours
instesd of eight, and they work gheagly. This is significant, for this
is a power similar to the sanialism for which Ritler was girjvipg. -
W and amial shanges 20 hand 4n hand, Old privilégee :
are abolished, "olasses™ are transformed and new higher levels are

developed,
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In‘the religlous fleld too, deviations wust d&élop; there i= no
longer any room for gld and antiguated diseriminstions, the world has
become too open and too prograssive for that, Bnﬂ&réta,miing leaders
of churches and religlous organizations shall Vhavez to watch these
developments, in order to be able to secure & true world religlon of
tolerance,

From & pilitery point of view, war remeins an evil and a last
regort of all sensible politics, War Yoo isg being revolutionized, The
eﬂ'&at of the new known Weepene of ver, ﬁhe farther development of the
ai_r ferce, rocket bombe, eto., extends to the far gorners of the eart.h.-
Greet world povers reguire the yorld-mep, the glcbe for their coneider
atlong, vhich are no longer "operationsl® but purely sirategie. They
esn no longer proteet themrelves through tactisal stromg points f&u' -
k¥llometers in ares, but reguire wide srd deep outpost sreas, which.' then
cempriee their sphers of interest, Thus, the weorld has become small,
bhut the _mdm neane of destruction have assumed large prapearticma'.
Therefore, only the worlén-aﬁlsz eap be the ansver for strateglc world'
guestions; Turope, Afyics, ete, have bevome wmerely operationel parts
of the vhole, |

Therefore, on thie earth, it is no lenger possible for meny, tut
only very fwwgrmt men te ruley everything olse has to aﬂ;}mﬁ Lteell
tne vey cr another, | | | _

There is also another form of war, ujthout guns, tanks and airplianoa.:'
It 3s the "war® of infiltration, sgitation and undermining of peoplets
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mirds! Here, "offensive war® 1s not yet defined, becauss the Pofficial®
stotesmen do not consider themselves responcible, FHowaver, the aetﬁal
ovente 4in the world show what the real eim is. The Fast excels in thie
ert? |
However, t.he change in the fleld of vorld econowics remains the

mast important, FEveryran warts to gel on welll) e demande of hin

 statesmar to eee to 1% Iagnomleg lave alvays been the bastle of all

politise, but in the 20th century, it involves the very existence of
the grest powers.

The eulture ard oivilization of sur Jestern world 1s ewssting,
senaltive and compllcated., JHo stateansn sould érferd te take mmﬁreﬁ
which would bring about economie desline. Qutwerdly, howaver, he has
to meke sure thet the soopomic possibilitles are sustained =nd not loet,
For if this were the csse with o modern weslern nation, it would
definitely disintesrate. The more s stete is Industrialized, the more
extensive 1 ita economy, the lese Moompetition® par be tolerated, The
earth bes become too smell Lo allow many to be on filpst plece. whenwgr“
two lsrge business concerns are side by side, there ere only *:'.wo.
possibilitless they unlte or fight emeh olher.

The great éutle‘t'markats nave hecome gopres ov destroyed, or are
disputed! However, wm‘ld. povers mews them in order to dlspose of thelr
goods,

The sivilisetion and sulture of the ggehern world iz ngt exeocting

and is pot as complicated, It people are insensitive and their nerves
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oan stand mueh which is unbearable for us. The Fast too porsesses

. tremendous space and netural resourees, all of which have rot yet been
wacvered by far. Jechpiesllw, §t is also only in the process of cone
struction, Pop thet, 1t avails 1tself of trained workers from its own
rorks gnd « sholen knowledge and breimwork of abducted Germane., |
Bolshevier [ms the pouer to unearth the latent treasures through slave
labor, These dangers of scencmic compedition in Furasia do not as yet |
exist, but these will follow only after 10 - 20 yeers of gopstrugtion
of thig tremendous mschine, One wonld like to hope and say: "Videmnt
sonsules!® (tranmls Look shesd, statesmen!) _

na 18 only a heap of Tnine on the gonbipept! Only
Prance iz on the map = 40 million people! Fverything else iz fragmentary

and 777 Nothing bhat small, wesk, sore pointz and places, "minor states®,
simllar to the Furope map in Germsny & hundred years agoi Thus, small

. wastern Burope reomains a weak, viinerable front, a sensitive spot on

the world map,

Here, aid for all ie possible only if these wesk formations become
gubordinated to a great structure of the remaining world seas powers,
willingly joining ssme and allowing themselves to be led, This concerns
the mutgs)l interest of gll 2nd represents lifempreserving "Realpolitik®
and politier hased on remson yhigh the sm§11 people wast adopt if they
de not want to have to fave dangers, vhioh, for the moment, way be
banished Ly polities, but which could, some day, be revived,

Therefors, Yestern Furope needs Yest-Ruropean education. This has
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to begin with the cléar,gggnggg, and this foundation 1z then strengthened
thirough an irterlinked coonery s politdes will thern tale care of litself,
Europe Lias become old, It hes fulfilled a g_x;gg_t misston and now
"has te joln forces, |
The world lives at high speed and kseps golng - the great problems
#4311 have not vel been saltled and solved, |
Our glyilizstion, hovever, will contimme only I 1% aollahetates_
with the gregl western world, The remaining framments of the continent
aaunot aiiat for long alone and by themeolves, This zslls for e
deternined ghangs in thiukiﬁg. _
Therefore, thinking in terme of a genle of 14 IOGD,OBO,II soe the
rsata;atraphe nf the egecond world war orly ss an gxplosion in the midst
of a aﬂn‘bimingg svolution 1n 2ll realms of human life, _
Way historiee and military refleoticns of the soldler are definitea&
important for game, Wut they are not the essentiezl thipng. That weuld be
an BoOts poiat of view of a plghesded profeesiomsl soldier,
Ibie peet war too, we must see rom a ﬁg@nﬁx and more fubyrce
pirdaed point of view! Only then cen ome lesrn to provent worse = or
to regozmige it. To this extent, histerlowphilosophic reflections on
the war of 1939/48, ac seen frow a higher fleld of vision, can only be

usefnl for all psrtiecs cencerned,

BLUMFNTRITE



